


 he year 2008 marks the 100th Anniversary of  
the Kohlsville Fire Department.  The official 
name is Kohlsville Volunteer Fire Company.  

Today it is known as Kohlsville Fire Department (KFD).  
It is refreshing for us to take a step back, reminisce, and 
celebrate the fire department’s accomplishments.

Over the last 100 years, Kohlsville Fire Department has 
seen much change.  This change has happened not only 
in the fire department itself, but also in our society as a 
whole.  The Kohlsville Fire Department has been able to 
adapt to change, grow and prosper.

It is important to remember those who have come before 
us and made their contributions to this community.

We are truly thankful for our dedicated volunteers.  
These people are the reason for our growth and pros-
perity.  Their loyalty and dedication has given residents 
of  our community the feeling of  security and satisfac-
tion, knowing help is just a phone call away.

We would like to dedicate this book to those who have 
come before and the volunteers of  today, each instilling 
their traditions, and values in this community.  We hope 
everyone can learn from them the key to keeping this 
community a good and safe place to live.

We hope you enjoy reading this brief  history of  the 
Kohlsville Fire Department. 

WE CELEBRATE 100 YEARS OF SERVICE AND 
COMMITMENT TO OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY
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estled among hills and ponds is the tiny ham-
let of  Kohlsville.  Kohlsville is in the South 
½ of  the Southeast ¼ of  Section 27, Wayne 

Township Washington County, Wisconsin.  Wayne 
Township was a melting pot settled by Germans, 
Irish, Yankees, Scotsmen, French, and English.  The 
settlers came to the area in the 1840’s in search of  
land and place to settle.

Feelings expressed by early settlers, 
displayed loyalty, honor, devotion to 
work and the willingness to help one 
another.  The early settlers in this area 
endured many hardships, one of  which 
was fire destruction.  When a fire broke 
out, usually everything was lost.  Neighbors helped 
neighbors to recover from a fire and the settlers knew 
something had to be done to protect their lives and 
property.  Neighbors got together and decided to 
hold a meeting.  The first recorded meeting was held 
on May 4, 1908, at the home of  Philip Illian, with 
twenty-two men in attendance.  A motion was made 
and seconded that all should pay their share in equip-
ping a fire department and help in the erection of  a 
fire house.  After several more meetings, they drew 
up a constitution and by-laws, and on August 1, 1908, 
the Kohlsville Volunteer Fire Company of  Kohlsville, 
Wisconsin, was incorporated.

Of  the twenty-two members listed, the first eleven 
names paid $30.00 as their contribution, the next 
three contributed $22.00, and the remainder $15.00.  
The thirty dollar contributions had to be paid by May, 
1908. 

Any property owner in Kohlsville or immediate 
vicinity, who was not a member when the depart-
ment was organized, but desired to become a member, 
would be accepted as a member upon payment of  
$20.00 admission fee.  All members were required to 
pay monthly dues of  ten cents.  On January 1, 1938, 
the monthly dues, was raised to twenty cents.  Dues 
changed between ten and twenty cents through the 
years.  Our present chief  made a motion, a few years 
ago, to raise the dues to $3.00 per year – yes – 2008 

dues.  2008 dues are only sixty cents more than 100 
years ago.         

A motion was made and seconded that a fire house 
be placed on a concrete foundation, the building to 
be 20x32 feet, 12 feet high, and have a tower 4 feet x 
4 feet x 10 feet above the roof.  The building is to be 
double sheeted with an interlining of  paper.

Now where was the most feasible loca-
tion for the fire house? Why? near water 
of  course.  The Rock River (now named 
Kohlsville River) ran through Kohlsville, 
and that is where they erected the first fire 
house, having access to the water for fast 

fill-up.  It was in November of  1908, that they bought 
a stove and erected a chimney of  cement block from 
the floor up.  

The old building, no longer used by the fire depart-
ment, still stands today.  The buildings, walls, have 
many stories to tell not only of  meetings and fires.  
The building was a memorable recreation retreat for 
people to warm up when skating on the pond.  In the 
summer, it was cooler inside, and it was used to rest, 
play cards, and congregate while fishing.

Meetings were held the first Saturday of  each month 
at 8:00 p.m., from April 1st to November 1st and at 
7:00 p.m. from December 1st to March 31st.  The 
meetings were held in the German language, and the 
minutes were taken in the English language.

If  there was a fire outside the hamlet of  Kohlsville, a 
reward of  $5.00 was given to the team of  horses that 
arrived at the fire house first.  $4.00 to the second 
team, and the next three teams received $1.00 each.

How would people in the area be alerted, when help 
was needed?  The Kohlsville Volunteer Fire Company 
needed a signal, they needed a bell.  Philip Schellinger 
came to the rescue and donated the first bell, which 
cost $40.00.  The original bell is located at the An-
tique Fire Apparatus Museum, 4349 Hillside Road, 
Town of  Polk.   

HISTORY OF KOHLSVILLE VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY
 of  Kohlsville, Wisconsin

N

“The object of  this 
company shall be

the extinguishment
of  fires and

protection of  life
and property”



A signal system was decided, the first person to ar-
rive at the fire house would toll the bell.  A continu-
ous tolling of  the bell was the signal for a fire, or that 
help was needed.  Three strokes of  the bell, repeated 
three times, with one to five minute intervals, was the 
signal for a fire drill.  This was done thirty minutes 
before starting time.  Six strokes of  the fire bell, re-
peated three times, with one to five minute intervals, 
was the signal for meetings.  This was done one hour 
before starting time.  

Telephones came to the Kohlsville area and on De-
cember 14, 1912, it was decided that the Kohlsville 
Volunteer Fire Company should utilize the Allenton-
Kohlsville Telephone Company for sounding alarms 
for fires, or other help.  They sent a list of  member’s 
names to the telephone office.  The resident with 
the fire called the operator station in Allenton.  The 
operator then rang out 1 long and 10 short to all the 
lines in the Town of  Wayne.  The members knew 
that ring was a fire call and they went to the fire 
house.  People on the lines would hear the alert and 
would pick up and inquire what and where help was 
needed.  In the 1960’s the operator was abandoned 
from Allenton.  To take care of  this problem, the 
chief  got the main call and then called a member that 
had to call 4 other members or the wives would call 
and spread the word.  This worked for a while and 
then Harry Bendlin brought up the idea of  10-10 
radios.  KFD purchased 10, 10-10 radios.  The mem-
bers who showed up most often got the radios.  The 
wives of  these members who got a radio called other 
members who didn’t have radios.  In 1971 the West 
Bend Department got pagers, similar to the ones we 
have today.  KFD could not afford them yet because 
they were in the process of  building the new station.  
In 1972 KFD needed to purchase the pager system 
because the Sheriff ’s Department abandoned the 10-
10 radios.  They then purchased 10 pagers and the 
wives had to call the rest of  members that didn’t have 
pagers.  

The 911system was developed and now calls are 
dispatched through the Washington County Sheriff  
Department pager system.

As time went on the bell was replaced by a siren to 
sound the alert.  On December 9, 1978, it was de-
cided that if  the siren should malfunction, it would be 
eliminated.

On February 11, 1911, they resolved that members 
residing outside of  Kohlsville, could use the hoses for 
filling artificial tanks with water as a precaution in 
case of  a fire.  No more than 300 feet of  hose could 
be used and for no longer than 48 hours.

In 1928, the fire department consisted of  54 mem-
bers, and in May, a committee of  three was appointed 
to solicit new members, and in August the depart-
ment accepted 48 new members.  They had to pay a 
chemical apparatus fee of  $20.00.

In July of  1929, if  a non-member needed the depart-
ment for a fire, they were required to pay $75.00 plus 
the cost of  chemicals. 

It is recorded that in June of  1941, it was decided that 
if  they pumped out a cistern for a member, the cost 
would be 5 gallons of  gas.  Non-members would be 
charged $5.00.

Early records indicate the greatest number of  calls 
for help were for chimney fires.  Most people burned 
wood, and when not dry enough, would cause creo-
sote to coat the inner walls of  a chimney, when 
ignited by heat, it would create a blaze.  It is recorded 
in April of  1934, that there were four chimney fires 
and one barn fire:  Armand Mertz – 18 members re-
sponded, Carl Mertz – 22 members responded, Louis 
Muehlius – 18 members responded, Wm Jung – 18 
members responded, and the Henry Brandt barn fire 
– 37 members responded.

In 1946, the department started to bill the Town of  
Wayne, when someone had a fire.  In December of  
1954, the Town agreed to pay $150.00 for the first 
hour and $100.00 for each hour after that.  

In 1961 and 1962 the Town of  Wayne was billed a 
flat fee of  $1,500.00 each year.  In 1963, a five year 
agreement was made for $1,800.00 per year.  In 1968, 
an agreement was made for three years at $3,000 for 
each year.  1971’s, agreement was for three years pay-
ing $10,000.00 for each year.  1975-1980, was $8,500 
per year and 1981 through 1986 brought in $1,000.00 
per year.  An agreement with the Town for years 
1987 through 1990 was $12,000.00 per year.  1991, 
and 1992, brought in $17,000.00 per year.  In 1993 a 
contract was drawn up for ½ mill per dollar of  equal-
ized valuation.  This started in 1993, at $23,940.80, 



and was $93,349.80 in 2007.

The Kohlsville Fire Department provides fire protec-
tion to 8 sections of  Town of  Barton.  On August 13, 
1963, three members of  the Kohlsville Fire Depart-
ment met with the Town Board of  the Town of  
Barton, and presented them with a bill for the Blank 
Bros. barn fire, located on Tower Road in the Town 
of  Barton.  The board was satisfied and future rates 
for fire protection were discussed and accepted as fol-
lows:  $100.00 per hour for tanker and pumps, $25.00 
per hour for tanker after pumper leaves, and $100.00 
minimum charge for tanker call, plus $25.00 per hour 
after the first two hours.

On June 14, 1969, another meeting with the Barton 
Town Board brought about the following agreement:  
$400.00 for the first hour of  fire protection, $250.00 
for each hour after that, and $300.00 per hour for a 
group of  twelve men.

In November of  1972 a contract was drawn up with 
the Town of  Barton:  1 mill per $1.00 of  equalized 
valuation for 8 sections for $3,978.60, and this was in-
creased each year to $15,806.08, in 1980.  September, 
1981, minutes show ½ mill, per $1.00 of  equalized 
valuation for $8,831.10, increasing to $46,982.90 in 
2007 for 8 sections.

Today the Fire Department Dues Fund is supported 
by fire insurance premiums paid in Wisconsin.  The 
Insurance Commissioner’s Office annually collects 
2% of  premiums for the Fire Department Dues Fund.  
Money in this fund is distributed to municipalities 
and they turn it over to the fire department that 
serves their area.  For 2007, the 2% fire tax amounted 
to $2,729.18, for Town of  Barton, and $5,460.96 for 
Town of  Wayne.  

Since many mutual aid calls have been made, the very 
first mutual aid run was made on June 25, 1910, the 
big Allenton Fire.  Thirty-three members responded 
to save Allenton.

The Kohlsville Fire Department outgrew the original 
fire house.  In 1970, it was decided to look for land on 
which to build a new building.  In 1959, Rev. Louis 
C. Riesch had purchased forty acres of  highly grazed 
land along County Truck D, where he began conser-
vation and a “tree-shrub”, planting program.  Upon Open House Dedication: 1971



hearing of  the fire departments need for expansion, 
in 1970, Rev. Riesch donated the land necessary to 
build a new fire house.  In October of  1971, the new 
station at, 7678 County Road WW, was dedicated.  

The fire house consists of  an apparatus room to ac-
commodate the vehicles, a meeting room, an office, 
and a kitchen.

In addition to fire fighting, the Kohlsville Fire De-
partment has become heavily involved in rescue 
operations.

Wilmer Herman did carpentry work along with 
operating a farm.  Wilmer was working on one of  
the sheds by Howard Proeber one winter morning, 
when Howard came running to Chief  Herman stating 
that his hired man got hurt out in the field, hauling 
manure.  Wilmer ran out to the field and saw that the 
hired man got caught in the manure spreader beat-
ers and tore his leg off.  Wilmer just kept comforting 
him the best he could until Bull Horn Schmidt came 
with the ambulance from the Barton Fire Depart-
ment.  This incident hit Wilmer very hard, because 
he had no tools to help this guy, and neither did the 
Fire Department.  He also thought about his fellow 
fire fighters, if  they got hurt at a fire, they could 
not really help the injured.  Sam Ernisse suggested 
the KFD purchase an equipment van, so they did.  
Wilmer built a cot for the van and many shelves for 
the materials they needed for helping out hurt people.  
They used the van to transport patients like, Barbara 
Schulz, when she got mauled by a bull.  KFD hauled 
her to West Bend Hospital. In another incident, Wes-
ley Darmody was very sick and they transported him 
to Hartford Hospital.  Wilmer said they transported 
many other patients.  The funeral hearse usually 
picked-up patients, dead or alive, but KFD also trans-
ported.  Schmidt & Rodenback were 1 of  the many 
funeral homes that worked with the KFD.  Most of  
the calls at that time were on Hwy 41, approximately 
10-12 calls per year.

The State of  Wisconsin got word about the KFD 
transporting, and put an end to the KFD transport-
ing patients.  Wilmer brought up the idea about Am-
bulance service, but was turned down by the state be-
cause the community was too small at the time.  The 
State suggested a First Responder Service, so that is 
what the KFD pursued.  Wilmer found an instructor 

from Ripon, and he came and taught classes to about 
10-12 members.  KFD was the first or second depart-
ment in the area with this service, and there was no 
extra charge for it.

In 1980, First Responder training was introduced.  
In 1986 a First Responder Truck was purchased.  In 
2002 a used ambulance was purchased.  These First 
Responders not only answer the call for a fire, but for 
emergency calls due to disaster or medical attention.  
They are the first to arrive when 911 is called and 
provide care until EMTs arrive.

Karen Ernisse reflects on a time when she responded 
to a car accident where the patient was pinned:  “We 
were able to free the patient and do CPR, however, 
later at the hospital, the patient died.  The family was 
able to donate his organs to help many others in crisis 
because we did CPR.” 

Karen also remembers a time when she had a week 
off  from work:  “We had a call of  a possible heart 
attack.  A deputy sheriff  and I were the only two on 
the scene.  We were able to assess and care for the 
patient until the West Bend EMTs arrived.  Weeks 
later a very nice letter of  appreciation was sent to the 
firehouse.  This reminds us all why we volunteer and 
help others.” 

In 1998 Deb Gutjahr took over as First Responder 
Officer.  The First Responder Officer is responsible 
to see that training takes place, and is in charge of  
supplying the First Responder Truck so it is ready to 
roll.

It is not only people a first responder will save, Deb 
Gutjahr remembers a house fire call that she and her 
husband Jeff, also a firefighter, responded to:  “When 
I arrived on the scene I heard my husband Jeff  yelling 
for me.  He kept yelling, “they are in the wheel well, 
the Mother died at the door from smoke inhalation 
trying to get out”, (all I could think of, was a baby 
laying in this wheel well.).  To my surprise there were 
five, one day old puppies.  I could tell they were in 
distress so I pulled out the oxygen and proceeded to 
put them in the mask 2 by 2 and kept trying to arouse 
them.  I knew they needed a Veterinarian.  While I 
was doing this I also needed to take care of  our fire-
men, taking blood pressures, giving oxygen and sup-
plying liquid for them to drink.  Then a friend of  the 



family came and took the puppies to the Vet.  I kept 
thinking of  the runt of  the litter, as it was not doing 
so well.  The Vet donated care, and all medical care 
for one of  the pups.  After six months I received a call 
to set up a time to meet and see the puppies.  To my 
surprise all five puppies had survived.  The Vet was 
so thankful to Jeff, and I, for saving them.  That made 
it all worth it.  The puppies made five families very 
happy”.

While modern equipment and vehicles have made, 
both rescue and firefighting operations a little easier 
from in the early days of  the department, the amount 
of  training and knowledge necessary to be a member, 
has increased each year.

Members of  the Kohlsville Fire Department must be 
at least18 years of  age.   A member in good stand-

ing, with a minimum of  5 years active membership, 
can become an honorary member at the age of  55 on 
a voluntary basis, or mandatory at age 65.  A social 
member may be actively involved in the suppression 

of  a fire, but cannot perform tasks that he/she has 
not been trained for.   

We now have 31 active members, 18 honorary mem-
bers, and 40 social members.  Dues are $3.00 per year.
KFD is a private fire company that is not part of  any 
municipality.  The department is strictly for hire as a 
private entity.



ire equipment was purchased to replace the 
hand bucket brigade of  “days gone by”.  The 
first equipment purchased by the newly formed 

Kohlsville Fire Company was in June of  1908.  It is 
recorded that a Remmel hand pump was purchased 

for $45.00.  That pump was returned and replaced 
for $85.00.  Early 
records do not men-
tion the cost of  a 
ladder wagon, hose 
reel, ladders, and 
axes.  We presume 
these items were 
donated.

Through solicitation of  members and non-members, 
enough money was raised and the first trucks were 
purchased in September, 1928, from William Kip-
penhan.  Purchased were two Chevrolet Chassis 
Trucks (#1 & #2) for $900.00, one 30x5 spare tire 

for $24.00, and 1 set of  30x5 chains.  From the Wa-
terins Company, two Double Unit Chemical Extin-
guishers were purchased for $900.00.  A 300 G.P.M. 
Pump was placed on one of  them in 1934, for the cost 
of  $372.20.

In 1956 a Dodge Chassis (#3) was purchased from 
Seefeld Motors, in West Bend for $2,600.00.   Fred 

Mettler, from Barton, put on a 500 G.P.M. pump, and 
a 1,000 gallon tank, with cabinets for $3,132.26.

FIRE EQUIPMENT
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In 1960 the first tanker was purchased, a Dodge 
Chassis (#4), from Seefeld Motors for $3,000.00, and 

Fred Mettler put on a 1,800 gallon tank for $2,487.62.

In 1964 a second pumper, a Dodge Chassis (#5), was 
purchased from Beck Motors for $2,668.00.  A 500 

G.P.M. front mount pump, and 1200 gallon tank and 
cabinets, were purchased from Barton Heating for 
$3,850.00.

In 1974 a Chevrolet Van Equipment Truck (#2480) 
was purchased from Bitzke Implement for $5580.00.

To replace the 1956 pumper, a 1978 International 
Chassis (#2465) was purchased from Cooley’s for 

$13,015.00.  3-D Metals put on the body, 750 G.P.M. 
front mounted pump with pre-connect cross-lays, and 
a 1200 gallon tank and cabinets, for $22,005.00.

The 1960 tanker was replaced with a 1982 Chev-

rolet Chassis (#2490) from Honeck Chevrolet for 
$18,847.00.  Stork Mfg. Truck Body put on a 2,000 
gallon tank for $12,609.25.

The First Responder truck, a 1986 GMC Chassis 
(#2450), was purchased from Five Corners Dodge.  

The body came from Carl Groth Sales Inc., for 
$19,203.00.

To replace the 1964 pumper, a Chevrolet Chassis 
(#2462) was purchased from the Oshkosh Fire and 
Police, in 1986.  Karutip Mobile Equipment added a 
1,000 G.P.M. mid ship pump and a 1,000 gallon tank 
for $70,500.00.



In 1996, to replace the 1978 pumper, a Freightliner 
Engine with 5-man cab (#2460), a 1250 G.P.M. pump, 
and 1250 gallon tank, was purchased for $167,600.00 

from Pierce in Appleton.

To replace the 1982 tanker, a 1998 Freightliner, 
3000 gallon tanker (#2491), was purchased for 

$182,250.00, from 3-D Metal Manufacturing.

In 2002 a used ambulance (#2450) was purchased 

from the Allenton Fire Department for $15,000.00, 
and the First Responder truck (#2465) was converted 
to a grass fire rig for $9,250.00.



ow did the fire department exist with only 
dues?  The earliest records of  fund raising 
efforts were found in 1929.  They organized 

an entertainment committee and on September 8, 
1929, a dance was held.  On September 14, 1929, the 
chairman of  the entertainment committee reported a 
benefit dance held September 8, 1929, which grossed 
$324.00, expenses were $49.99, leaving a profit of  
$275.00.  This was the start of  the Firemen’s Dance.  
A dance became an annual event for several years.  
They would have big band music, for instance, Shorty 
Hoffman and his 12 piece orchestra from Chilton, 
Wisconsin, and another band was the Smith Sisters 
from Racine, Wisconsin.  This was continued six 
more years until 1935.

In April, 1950, it was decided to have a dance again 
at the Hitching Post, which had a profit of  $441.40.  
Dances continued for many years, with this being a 
major event and fund raiser.  An addition to this spe-
cial event was the hamburgers grilled by the wives of  
fire department members and sold at the outdoor bar.   
This event was continued until 1987, when it was 
moved to the firehouse and later went to a three day 
picnic.  In 1993 the first parade was held and contin-

ued until 2002.  It was decided to have only one day 
in 2003 and after that it was discontinued, due to poor 
attendance.  The highest profit found was $10,804.51 
in 1995.

In the spring of  1988, the first Smoker was held with 
a profit of  $1,215.92.  In 1995 a raffle was added, and 

so far the best year brought in a profit of  $13,013.00.

Badger Firemen have held a bowling tournament 
each year.  Kohlsville Fire Department has participat-
ed in it for a long time, and sponsored it in 1985, at 
Frontier Lanes ($4,165.12) and in 1994 at Lighthouse 
Lanes ($3,086.72).

Badger Firemen also have a golf  tournament.  Kohls-
ville Fire Department hosted it at Camelot Golf  Club 
in 1997 ($1,220.15), and in 1998 ($1,309.88)

Kohlsville Fire Department held a volleyball tourna-
ment in 1987 ($454.93), and in 1988 ($700.00).

Pizza sales have been a tradition since 1977.   AAL/
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans (Insurance Com-
pany) has been a part of  it.  Since 1983, the prof-
its and matching funds have been used to support 
Kohlsville Fire Department projects and activities.  

EVENTS
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Back in 1977, the first pizza sale gave a net profit of  
$278.00 from making approximately 300 pizzas.  This 
compares to over 5,000 pizzas made in 2007, with 
a net profit and matching funds of  $7,533.00.  Pur-
chases made with these monies, but not limited to, 
were:  CPR resuscitator Annie and Baby, VCR, televi-
sion, video camera, AED, blood pressure monitor, air 
compressor, training aides and other first responder 
equipment.



n late February of  1976, the temperatures 
hovered at the zero mark overnight.  An ex-
treme low-pressure system entered southeastern 

Wisconsin, including Washington County area.  The 
front stalled in this area, and with the huge amounts 
of  precipitation associated with the low pressure and 
low temperatures, rain and sleet settled upon all sur-
faces in the form of  ICE.

The first area hit was the St. Lawrence Power Station, 
and it was put out of  service on March 1.  On March 
4, the Kohlsville Fire Department area was called 
into service, as the area was completely blacked out.

Wilmer Herman, the chief  at the time, decided to 
man the fire station 24 hours per day, until the emer-
gency was over.  Tankers of  water from the Kohls-
ville Pond were hauled to area farms.  

At the time, few people had back-up power available 
for this type of  emergency.  Generators purchased 
around the area came from neighboring states, due to 
the huge devastation of  this ice storm.

Portable generators from the department were sent 
out with volunteers to area homes and businesses.  
Time allotments were set up for generator usage 
for people requiring electricity for furnaces, water 
systems, and freezers.  The KFD loaded and hauled 
farmers milk, checked-up on the elderly people, and 
did whatever it took to help the farmers keep going.  

The Wisconsin National Guard provided a large 
generator, with manpower, to handle the needs of  
the fire station, as all available equipment was used 
in the area.  Cots were provided for firemen to rest as 
they spent their time in the storm and their nights at 

ICE STORM HITS AREA
March 1st - March 10th, 1976
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ater fighting is a firefighter’s sport that has 
a history of  competition between fire de-
partments for many decades.  Water fights 

generally are held when Fire Departments hold their 
Fireman’s picnics.  It consists of  two teams compet-

ing at one time with a team normally consisting of  5 
people controlling a 2-1/2 hose line.  The teams start 
at each end of  a cable typically 100 ft apart and 15 
feet in the air supported by two poles with a ½ barrel 
suspended on the cable by a pulley system.   The bar-
rel starts at the center point between the two teams, 
and each team lines up their water stream above the 
barrel and are summoned by a judge to start the 
competition.  The object is to push the barrel to the 
opponent’s pole by hitting the barrel with the water 
stream from the hose and nozzle, which puts out a 
¾ inch straight stream with a pressure of  100-105 
pounds of  pressure.

Each person on a 5 man team has a specific purpose.  
The first person, who is the nozzleman, aims the 
nozzle trying to hit the barrel with the water stream 
as much as possible to push the barrel to the oppo-
nent’s pole.  The second person supports the hose for 
the nozzleman by adjusting the hose up or down to 
relieve the pressure off  of  the nozzle.  The third and 

fourth person, support the hose and push the hose to 
take the pressure off  the first and second person. The 
fifth person feeds the hose by staying on the loop and 
keeps the hose straight as the front four, move for-
ward or backward, during the competition. 

One round in a water fight would be each team start-
ing at opposite ends and competing until the barrel 
hits the opponent’s pole, or a two minute time limit 
in which timing judges would determine a winner by 
which end of  center the barrel was on the longest.  

The two teams then switch ends and start another 
round.  If  both teams then win a round each, the 
judge flips a coin to determine which team will have 

their choice of  ends to start the third round, and the 
winner of  the third round would then be considered 
the winner of  that match.  After a match, the next 
two teams would then compete.

WATER FIGHTING
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Full water fighting competition is normally a double 
elimination tournament.  Many times there have been 
as many as twenty teams, or more, and the tourna-
ment is started by having each team picking a number 
out of  a hat to determine where they will start on the 
bracket based on the number of  teams.  The competi-
tion continues until there is a winner and awards, or 
trophies, are given out to normally the top four place 
finishers. Each fall there is a Southeastern Wisconsin 

water fighting tournament held at different depart-
ments.  Kohlsville Fire Department hosted it in 1994 
and 1999.  

Kohlsville Fire Department has had many successes 

over the years, as seen by the numerous trophies and 
plaques displayed in the firehouse.  

Many miles have been driven to go to water fights 
because of  the competition, the camaraderie, and the 
friendships, made over the years. 
 

 



ach year, fires kill or injure thousands of  
Americans and destroy or damage billions of  
dollars worth of  property.  Many of  these 

fires might have been prevented through education. 
One of  the ways the Kohlsville Fire Department pro-
motes fire safety and prevention is by observing Fire 
Prevention Week, held in October.

In 1970 the Kohlsville Fire Department started to 
work with Wayne Elementary School on fire preven-
tion.  The Fire Department went into the school dur-
ing Fire Prevention Week.  That was the week that 
the school had a fire drill and members from the KFD 
went to talk to the children about fire safety.  

Now a night is set aside at the firehouse during Fire 
Prevention Week.  Families are welcome and it is 
both an educational and fun night for children and 
adults.  Jeff  Gutjahr provides the training, training 
materials are available with food, fun, and door prizes.  
The coloring contest is the best of  all, with prizes for 

the winners, and a fire truck ride home from school 
provided by Chief  Ray Dornacker and Jeff  Gutjahr.  
This effort provides the community an educational 
opportunity and a fun night while they are learning.
 
 

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK
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the fire station, not realizing what other emergencies 
would arise.

As time went on, perils for the fire fighters became 
numerous.  Wires, transformers and poles, were lying 
everywhere, including the roads.  Trees and branches 
were lying laden with ice and all surfaces being ice-
covered, made travel extremely difficult.

As time wore on, some areas regained power and 
others continued in the dark and cold until crews 
from neighboring states arrived to assist the weary 
linemen.   It created new issues, as the arriving crews 
were unfamiliar with the area.  Communication was 
difficult at the time because of  the devastation caused 
by the storm.

Finally, by March 10, all power had been restored to 
the area.  Now the cleanup and the roar of  chain saws 
were everywhere.  Once spring arrived, many farm-
fields, lanes and pastures were assessed to check for 
damages not realized until that time.

Many added generators to their properties, and wir-
ing needed updating to generate safe electricity for 
future outages.

West Bend Fire Department had a meeting shortly 
after the ice storm started with all departments in the 
county, and at the meeting, it was mentioned how all 
departments should be like Kohlsville, on how they 
were helping others in their community.  Kohlsville 
had the ¼ section of  the Town of  Barton and did 
about 15% of  their work there and the other 85% was 
in the Town of  Wayne.  The Town of  Wayne re-
ceived $13,202.28, and the Town of  Barton received 
$2,329.82 from the state to help repair the towns after 
the storm.

The lasting effects of  this storm lasted throughout 
the spring and into early summer.   At continuing fire 
meetings, it was discussed, that impossible tasks were 
accomplished with great spirit and cooperation.



FIRES



he Kohlsville Store was located on the top of  
the hill in Kohlsville, which would later be-
come known as upper Kohlsville.  The prop-

erty, where the store stood is now owned by Richard 
and Miriam Stuck.

George Kohl sold the store to Jacob Hamm in 1875.  
Jacob Hamm operated the store until his son, Albert, 
who had married Rosalie Kohl, daughter of  Henry 
Kohl, took over.  It was during Albert Hamm’s own-
ership that the store burned.
  
Carl Sell wrote in his diary about witnessing the 
tragic fire on February 7, 1911, that burned down the 
store in Kohlsville.  Carl Sell wrote: “the fire bell rang 
at 1:30 AM.  The store was completely destroyed and 
there was nothing the Fire Department could do to 
save the store.

Albert and Rosalie left the store business.  The farm-
ers in the area, realizing how important it was to have 
a store, immediately, met to discuss buying the Hamm 
property, in hopes of  building a new store.  On April 
6, 1911, Carl Sell went to Milwaukee to buy the in-
corporated seal and certificate for the Kohlsville Mer-
cantile Co., which later became known as Farmers 
Merchantile Co.  On the building committee were P. 
Schellinger, P. Illian and J. Meinhard.  The first direc-
tors were J. Hess, J. Meinhard, J. Umbs, A. Kohl, and 
C. Sell.  Much of  the work was done to clear away the 
ruins of  the fire, level the ground, etc.  The new store 
was a frame building with metal siding.  The store 
also had an attached home to it.”

How thankful we are to Carl Sell, his diary, and to 
Joyce Gerlach for sharing it with us.

KOHLSVILLE STORE FIRE
7705 Highway W
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he Hose Blacksmith Shop was located near the 
corner of  County Trunks WW and D, across 
from the present fire house in Kohlsville.  

August Hose and his wife Wilhelmea purchased the 
blacksmith shop in 1885.  The blacksmith shop was 
very busy and soon his son, Walter, joined his father 
in business.  August retired, and Walter continued the 
business until his death in 1943. 

In the late 1930’s, the blacksmith shop experienced 
a fire.  Otto Kohl remembers that the fire started 
from burning grass nearby.  The blacksmith shop 
was saved thanks to the Kohlsville Fire Department.  

Val Herman (Wilmer Herman’s father) climbed onto 
the roof  and sprayed the roof  with water, saving the 
shop.

Henry Kohl took a picture of  the blacksmith shop, 
after the fire, and penned on the back “Hose’s Black-
smith Shop after the fire saved by the Kohlsville 
Vol. Fire Dept.”.   We are very fortunate to have had 
firemen such as Henry Kohl and Val Herman in our 
past, with both families continuing their dedication to 
saving property and lives.   

HOSE BLACKSMITH SHOP FIRE
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he John Rilling house fire and Henry Kirchner 
barn fire occurred on the same property now 
owned by Jon and Julie Etta.

Joyce Gerlach Remembers:  “It was no wonder that 
Carl Sell was a charter member of  the Kohlsville Fire 
Department.  Carl had witnessed many fires however, 
another fire, in 1911 convinced him that he surely 
should stay involved in the Department.  Fires are a 
tragedy, it not only strikes your neighbors, but in this 
case, it hit pretty close to family.  It was the fire that 
struck at the John Rilling home.  John Rilling was a 
brother-in-law to Carl.  John’s wife, Amanda Metzner 
was a sister to Carl’s wife Alma.  To best describe this 
incident and the effect and fear it had on the family, is 
described in a poem that was written by Carl’s daugh-
ter, Irma Bauer (my mother).”

fter the John Rilling house fire, the house 
was rebuilt, and enlarged.  John Rilling later 
sold the farm to Henry Kirchner.  In 1923 

fire broke out again on this same property.  William 
Kirchner was six years old at the time.

William Kirchner Remembers:  “I was six years old 
and remember the Kohlsville Fire Department com-
ing to the farm with a team of  horses and the pump-
er.  The barn and large machine shed were engulfed 
in flames when the Fire Department arrived.  The 
well was located between the large machine shed and 
the house.  Firemen changed off  pumping water into 
a tank.  It took six men, three on each side, pumping 
water on the house to keep it from burning.  As a pre-
caution firemen and neighbors carried furniture and 
personal items out of  the house.  

The house did not burn, however the barn and ma-
chine shed were a total loss. I don’t remember where 
the cows or horses went after the fire, until the barn 
was rebuilt.”  

John Rilling Fire
By Irma Bauer-1911

Oh how vividly, I can recall
One night in 1911, it was in the Fall

How suddenly my sister and I were alarmed that night
Was it the fire bell? Were we right?

Yes the telephone also did ring
Some horrid news it was sure to bring

A Fire at the John Rilling farm
Was it the house? Or was it the barn?

My father, faster than a flash of  light
He was in the barn and out of  sight

The collar on Maggie (horse) and faithful Frank (horse), he threw
And to the village fire house, they flew.

To the hand pump, with a strap here and there
Oh! What excitement in that midnight air.

Over the plank bridge, they went with a clatter
And men old and young were all, a-chatter.

In the black of  the night, a silhouette was that white horse
As faithful Frank was taking the course.

We watched as the flames illuminated the sky
From our bedroom window, my sister, mother and I

Oh! That child is yet so small
And George sleeps upstairs, my mother did recall.

Were they trapped or were they safe?
All sorts of  thoughts just came our way.

So up to Grandmothers, we did run
To see if  some, definite news had come.

Aunt Linda had Jesse (horse) all hitched up right
And she and Grandma also went that night

All through the night we waited for word
Until our father and the horses we heard

All sweated and heads hanging low
This faithful old Frank, his service did show.

Yes, the family was safe, but the house was no more
Back in 1911, those men just could do no more.

   

JOHN RILLING HOUSE / HENRY KIRCHNER BARN FIRE
5341 Beechnut Drive
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hirley Bruessel Nickel Recalls:  “It was a rainy 
Wednesday with thunder and lightning.  I was 
sick that day and Mom came upstairs to sleep 

with me as she was afraid she wouldn’t hear me if  I 
didn’t yell loud enough.  She always carried a flash-
light with her as she was blind in one eye and I do 
believe that’s what saved our lives.   She woke me and 
said something is flashing out in the hallway and by 
that time the bathroom was engulfed in flames.  We 
woke my brother up and my Dad ran down to the old 
firehouse barefoot and ran the bell.  What furniture 
we could save we stored in Boettchers Hall, (now 
Hitching Post).  The house was struck by lightning 
by the bathroom, where the wires were coming from 
the milk house and barn.  

My brother and I hauled milk cans from the creamery 
filled with hot water and we scrubbed all the bins in 
the granary.  We cleaned the granary and lived there 
through November.  We had a small kitchen, small 

living room, and two bedrooms.  We spent Thanks-
giving Day in the granary and almost froze to death.  
It was gas rationing time yet, so no one would haul 
our cattle, we walked the cattle up to our next farm, 
one mile south of  Allenton.  I remember Paul Moritz 
helping, my Uncle Elmer Gutjahr, Cousin Glenn, and 
some others.

The existing firehouse is on the land my Dad worked.  
This property is located on the corner of  Highways 
WW and D.  The barn on this property burned in 
1954.  The granary is still there where we lived.  It 
was bad sometimes for me as a young girl, but we all 
stuck together to make a go”. 
  

HOUSE FIRE IN KOHLSVILLE
June 16, 1945
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im Oelhafen Recalls:  Saturday, July 14, 1962, 
turned out to be a day never forgotten by John 
A. and Therese Oelhafen Family.  As they at-

tended a family golden wedding in Milwaukee, their 
sons, John N. and Jim, finished nightly milking, and 
went off  to Regner Park to play softball.

Wilmer Herman, neighbor and presiding fire chief, 
was heading home after a monthly department 
meeting, when he noticed flames coming from the 
Oelhafen barn on Butternut Drive.  

At that time, you needed to activate the fire siren at 
the old firehouse, abutting the Kohlsville pond, writ-
ing the location of  the fire on a chalk board on the 
firehouse wall.

The entire barn and machine shed were engulfed im-
mediately.  Huge amounts of  water were used to save 
the house and hog barn, with mutual aid from other 
departments and local milk haulers.  

Eleven yearling heifers and one hog died as a result 
of  the blaze.  Tons of  newly made hay, straw, and 
oats, were all destroyed.  

As they made their way back from West Bend, Jim 
and John, saw flames from a distance, rushing home 
to watch five tractors and a complete line of  machin-
ery perish.

The milking herd was moved to neighbor, Lloyd Mar-
tin’s farm, for the morning milking.  Later in the day, 
they were moved to Denis Vogt’s second farm, where 
they remained for approximately one month.
A local cattle hauler moved the dairy herd and a dairy 
equipment supplier furnished them with milking 
equipment and supplies.

The Kohlsville Fire Department, along with many 
friends, relatives and neighbors, joined in the difficult 
job that lay ahead regarding clean-up, supplying food, 
tools, machinery, and manpower.

Meanwhile, the Oelhafen Family needed to consider 

future opportunities.  Since building contractors 
could not guarantee a new structure before winter, 
other options needed to be discussed and looked into.

It was brought to the attention of  the Oelhafens that 
an area farm was available for sale.  A decision was 
made to expand the farming operation, and Nordic 
Farm (east of  Wayne) was purchased.

Once again, since the purchased property had been 
vacant for some time, much work needed to be done 
in a short period of  time.    House, barn, silos, etc., all 
needed much elbow grease to make things workable.  
The helping hands of  the good people of  the area 
came to the rescue of  the family, and within a month, 
the family moved to the new farm.

Over the winter months, the family decided to re-

JOHN A. OELHAFEN FAMILY FARM BURNS
5908 Butternut Drive
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build the barn at the original farm, for young stock 
and hogs.  In the spring of  1963, work started on the 
new structure.  Once again, friends, family, and neigh-
bors, came ready, willing and able to help with the 
rebuilding.  Under the direction of  the builder, Harry 
Doering, a barn-raising, was completed in about two 
months time. 

It was decided when the task was completed, that a 
good old-fashioned barn dance be held.  Again, in a 
short span of  time, plans were made and completed.  
On June 14, 1963, people came from far and wide to 
enjoy the music of  the Bill Thull Orchestra and enjoy 
some West Bend Lithia Beer.

A tragic event eleven months earlier, culminated with 
the fun-filled barn dance.





ildred Bogenschneider Recalls:  It was De-
cember16th when Wesley Bogenschneider 
went to the barn to do the regular evening 

chores. Suddenly Wesley came running back to the 
house screaming, “call, the fire department, we have a 
fire in the barn by the fuse box”.

The Kohlsville Fire Department responded immedi-
ately, but the structure and all the contents were en-
gulfed and destroyed.  However, the cattle were saved 
and housed by neighbors.

Edwin Heinecke, a local carpenter, and neighbors 
helped erect a Quonset barn, and upon completion as 
customary (to the area) a barn dance was held.  What 

was different about the barn, was that a concrete 
floor separated the upper and lower level.  In case of  
disaster to the top, or to the lower level, one of  them 
would be saved.

With the aid of  firemen and neighbors, Wesley’s 
farming operation was back in business by February. 

BOGENSCHNEIDER BARN FIRE

M

d and Joyce Gerlach farmed in the Town of  
Wayne.  Joyce’s grandfather was Carl Sell, a 
charter member of  the Kohlsville Fire De-

partment and Chief.

Joyce Gerlach Remembers:  “Through the years, the 
Kohlsville Fire Department has continually kept im-
proving their techniques, training and has always had 
the best interests in serving their community.

I can attest to that from my own experience.  While 
my husband, Eddie, and I lived in Wayne Township, 
we had the misfortune of  having a heifer shed fire.  
We were awakened early in the morning by a pass-
ing motorist, who saw smoke from the blaze as he 
drove north on Hwy 41.  Our farm was located near 
41 and Ct. Trunk H.  We rushed out of  bed and ran 
downstairs, to see who was honking their horn so 
endlessly.  Through the bedroom window, we saw 
the blaze, and I rushed to the phone to call the fire 

department.  The barn was all ablaze.  The building 
was dense with smoke, making it impossible to enter, 
but we could see all the animals were dead.  AND we 
had hardly got outside, when already the fire chief  
came zooming up the driveway, (we had a long drive-
way) and before the blink of  an eye, the fire depart-
ment was there.  How could they have answered a fire 
call so quickly?  And for this I thank you with all my 
heart for your promptness.  They were able to confine 
the fire to just that building.”

Congratulations on your 100’th Anniversary!

ED & JOYCE GERLACH FIRE
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he following is the experience encountered by 
Sally Panzer, her husband, daughter Patsy and 
son Ronnie, on a cold November day in 1985.  

Sally Panzer Recalls:  On November 20, 1985, we 
lost our house in a fire along with all our belongings.  
My husband was picking corn across the road and 
saw smoke.  At first he thought it was the neighbor’s 
house, but after getting closer, he saw it was our 
home.  I was at work and the children were in school.

The Kohlsville Fire Department was called and was 
assisted by at least eight other fire departments.

It was a very cold and windy day.  The Red Cross 
came with coffee, sandwiches and sweets for the fire-
men.

Our neighbors, Gary and Deb Volm, let us stay in 
their home several days.  We also stayed at my sister’s 
home, Sylvia and Leo.

In the weeks that followed, with the help of  Jerome 
and Audrey Mayer and his backhoe, we went through 
the remains looking for items to salvage.  Audrey 
provided us with meals and coffee.

We later went to a mobile home in which to stay.

Our deepest and most sincere appreciation went (and 
still goes) to the members of  the Kohlsville Fire De-
partment and the community for all they did. 

PANZER HOUSE FIRE
6102 Highway 28
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Dennis & Marion Vogt Barn Fire (October 6th, 1964)

Mark Pamperin Barn Fire

Dave & Mary Beck Barn Fire (August 12, 1996)

OTHER FIRES





Leo & Rosemary Beck Shed Fire

Gene & Brenda Hetebrueg Barn Fire

George Kibble Strawstack
Hit by Lightning

(Now the Art and Pearl Tenlinden Farm)

Jerry and Sue Herman

Terry & Kim Volm Wind Damage



Dennis & Debby Terlinden
Tornado Windstorm Damage

1978



Bob Rauch



FIRE TRAINING
Live Exercises



iremen face many different challenges.  There 
are times when firemen have to look at things 
in a different light.  The following are some 

stories shared:

In the beginning when the first training classes were 
conducted, the instructor passed out while teaching.  
Was this a trick, or was it for real?  It was for real.

Firemen perform many tasks when responding to a 
fire.  In the 1950s firemen responded to a chimney 
fire.  It also happened that a birthday party was in 
progress for an eleven year old.  Firemen were able to 
control the fire and went home.  The party continued 
and it was time to serve the birthday cake.  The cake 
was missing-where could it be?  Suddenly the tele-
phone rang, a firemen had placed the cake in the oven 
so it would not get ruined.    

It does not matter if  it is during the day or during 
the night, when a fire call comes in, firemen hurry to 

arrive at the scene.  It turned out that one such call 
lasted for some time and a certain firemen needed to 
go to the bathroom.  It was then that he discovered 
his underwear was on backwards.  

Firemen are dedicated and this is displayed in many 
different ways.  Firemen have been known to sleep 
with their firefighting clothes right by their bed.  
This can create a problem if  they forget to put on 
their other clothes, and they need to remove their 
firefighting clothes at the firehouse after the fire.

During one fire a fireman took his helmet off  to cool 
down, when he wanted to put it back on, it had been 
used by a cat as a litter box.

A call came in for a lady that was in a confused state 
of  mind.  The chief  went to comfort her – she was 
naked.

THE LIGHTER SIDE
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HILLIP SCHELLINGER
Chief  1908 – 1928

Phillip Schellinger was a founder, and the first chief  
of  the Kohlsville Volunteer Fire Company.

Settlers wanted to build homes larger than the log 
cabins they lived in.  In order for people to build 
their homes out of  native lumber, the wood had to be 
finished, and Phillip took this opportunity and built a 
planning mill near the Moritz-Sell Saw Mill, in lower 
Kohlsville.  Phillip Schellinger was well liked and was 
referred to as Kohlsville’s mayor.  

We thank our founders, for being active in the com-
munity, seeing the need to make things better, start-
ing the Kohlsville Volunteer Fire Company, and Phil-
lip Schellinger for being our first chief. 

ARL SELL
Chief  1929 – 1935

Joyce Gerlach (Carl Sell’s Granddaughter) remem-
bers:  

Carl Sell was a prominent resident of  Kohlsville, who 
was actually born in the neighboring township of  
Theresa, Dodge Co. on August 15, 1869 to Ferdinand 
and Wilhelmina (Duchow) Sell.  Here he and his sib-
lings, William, August, and Anna were raised, receiv-
ing their education through the religious training in 
the German language.  With the help of  a German-
English dictionary, the family taught themselves the 
English language.

The Sells were farmers, and Carl began to work at 
the age of  14 as a hired hand.  In 1893, Carl’s parents 
bought the Mill Property in Kohlsville and operated 
the Saw Mill.  Carl and his brother and sisters were a 
great help to their parents in operating the mill.  
Carl, being about 24 years of  age, was beginning to 
show his business skills.  He became very involved in 
the community affairs of  Kohlsville.  In 1894 he mar-
ried a Kohlsville girl, Alma Metzner.  Carl’s sister had 
already married Otto Moritz in 1890, another promi-

nent resident of  Kohlsville.

When Carl’s parents retired, they sold the Mill 
Property to their sons, Carl and William.  But not 
being interested, William sold his share to Carl and 
then Carl sold the share to Otto Moritz.  It was now 
known as the Sell and Moritz Mill.  It was a very suc-
cessful operation.

Carl and Otto are many times mentioned in the his-
tory of  Kohlsville as working on bridges, building 
new roads, helping neighbors build barns, houses, etc.

Carl was for progress and had a good mind for busi-
ness.  After he left the Mill business, he learned the 
plumbing business and began to build milk houses for 
the farmers, installed water works in the barns and 
installed furnaces in homes.

Carl was also treasurer for the Town of  Wayne for 
many years.  Carl also worked his land, always clear-
ing more land for growing crops.

Carl Sell was a very compassionate man.  After his 
wife Alma had a stroke and was taken to a wheel 
chair, Carl took full responsibility in caring for her.  
Carl and Alma had two daughters, Amanda and Irma.  
Amanda became Mrs. Adam Albrecht and farmed in 
the township of  Addison.  Irma married Victor Bauer 
(my parents) and farmed in Wayne Township.  When 
Grandma and Grandpa moved in with my parents, I 
helped Grandpa take care of  Grandma.  Or should I 
say, Grandma was always ready to read me a story.

Carl also knew the dangers of  fire.  He witnessed the 
big fire in Allenton in 1910 which destroyed half  of  
Allenton. 

He also witnessed the tragic fire in 1910 that burned 
down the store in Kohlsville.  It was the first store 
of  Kohlsville and at the time was owned by Albert 
Hamm.  The fire bell rang at 1:30 AM.  Carl was very 
instrumental in the rebuilding of  the store and the 
cheese factory.
It is no wonder that Carl was a charter member of  
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the Kohlsville Fire Department.  The fire at the John 
Rilling home in 1911 convinced him that he surely 
should stay involved in the Department.  John Rilling 
was Carl’s brother-in-law (read more under John 
Rilling fire).

In spite of  the tragedies that Grandpa had in his life, 
he also had happy times.  Grandpa and Grandma at-
tended church regularly, bringing up their daughters 
in a Christian way.  He also served on many church 
committees.  He loved to play the clarinet and played 
in a band.  He enjoyed a good picnic with lots of  
dancing and band playing.

Grandpa was a charter member of  the Kohlsville Fire 
Department along with many of  his friends, namely 
Phillip Schellinger.  Phillip was the first fire chief  in 
1908.  Grandpa was 2’nd asst. chief  to 1911, and then 
became 1’st asst. chief  until 1928, when he replaced 
Phillip as Chief.  I’m sure they were a great asset to 
the Fire Department.   

And through the years, I know the Kohlsville Fire 
Department continually kept improving their tech-
niques, training and always had the best interest in 
serving their community.  I can attest to that from my 
own experience (see Ed Gerlach Fire).

As I reminisce with this writing, I would like to think 
that maybe, just maybe, my Grandpa Sell, had played 
just a little part in the success of  today’s fire depart-
ment.

Congratulations on your 100’th Anniversary

HARLES SCHEID
Chief  1936 – 1942

Charles Scheid and his wife Erna lived in “lower” 
Kohlsville where Lawrence and Joyce Hug live now.  
Charles and Erna had no children and therefore no 
one was left to carry on the legacy in the fire depart-
ment.  “Charlie” was a quiet man dedicated to his 
community.

AL HERMAN
Chief  1943 – 1946

Val Herman and his wife Hulda were the proud 
parents of  Ervin, Raymond and Wilmer Her-

man (also a chief  of  the Kohlsville Fire Depart-
ment).  Val Herman lived on a farm near Kohlsville.                                                
Val Herman was very active in the department and 
helped save many properties from destruction.

ERMAN BARTELT
Chief  1947-1953

Herman Bartelt lived on the farm now owned by his 
grandson Keith Bartelt.  Herman and his wife Paula 
were active in the community.  Herman was active in 
the Kohlsville Sportsman’s Club as well as the fire de-
partment.  Herman was a dedicated fireman and Paula 
supported his efforts.

ILMER HERMAN
Chief  1954-1992
Member 1948 - Present

 
Kohlsville Fire Department – Generations of
Commitment

Val Herman, Wilmer Herman, David & Jerry
Herman, Tim Herman

Wilmer and Tim Herman write:  Wilmer Herman 
joined the Kohlsville Fire Department in 1948, but 
was responding to calls a few years before he joined.  
He was interested in being involved because his father 
was a member (chief) and he liked to help out the 
people in his community.  Dues back then were 10 
cents a month to be a member of  the KFD.  If  you 
were a member, you got free fire service.  If  you were 
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not a member, you got charged a small fee (example- 
barn burned down $100).

In 1954, Wilmer became Fire Chief, married Alice 
Wiedmeyer and bought a farm from Louis Muehlius.  
When Wilmer became Chief, the Town of  Wayne 
area was split in two, the Irish on the north side, and 
the German’s on the south side.  They did not get 
along at all.  Petries Grocery store burned down in 
1948, and they called Allenton and Kewaskum Fire 
Depts., but not Kohlsville.  The Town of  Wayne tried 
to start their own Fire Department but did not suc-
ceed.  The state or county made a rule that the town 
people had to support one fire department.  The KFD 
was receiving the 2% tax from the Town of  Wayne. 
In 1954, they received $10-$12 for that year.  Wilmer 
did not agree with this dollar amount, so he went to 
Madison to look at the Town of  Wayne records and 
found out the Town of  Wayne was only paying the 
Department from the Village of  Kohlsville and not 
the Town of  Wayne.  When this was all resolved, the 
KFD was receiving about $1,000 - $1,200 a year.  Fire 
training started in the early, 1960’s.  Marvin Olson 
from Madison and Bill Oelhafen from West Bend, 
were the fire trainers back then.

Back in the late 70’s, the County was planning an 
overhead bridge (Hwy D) to go over Hwy 41.  The 
county didn’t want to put an on\off  ramp to Hwy 
41.  Wilmer Herman and Jack Walters attended a 
few meetings with the county and told them we need 
ramps (on\off), so we could do better service to ac-
cidents and vehicle fires on the Hwy.  The KFD was 
averaging about 8-10 calls per year on Hwy 41.  The 
county agreed to put on\off  ramps to Hwy 41 from 
Hwy D.
Wilmer Herman, said there were a lot of  fires in his 
29 years as chief  but the ones that he remembers 
off  the top of  his head were the Dennis Vogt barn 
fire, Rusch barn fire, Leonard Peters barn, the Black 
Smith Shop, a couple of  house fires, two train wrecks 
in Allenton, and 1 train wreck on Bridge Road.

Wilmer never used the word “I” in his vocabulary.  
He was very modest and used the words “we” most 
of  the time, especially when describing the biggest 
challenges he thought he faced as chief.  Currently 
Wilmer and Alice live in the town of  Wayne, on one 
of  the farms he made a living on.  He enjoys help-
ing his son Jerry, on the farm and he likes to separate 

metals for his son David.  He enjoys talking about 
years past, (just ask him) especially, about the KFD.  
Wilmer and Alice have 2 sons David and Jerry who 
both reside in the Town of  Wayne.  They also have 5 
Grandsons and 5 Great-Grandchildren.  One grand-
son is currently a member of  the KFD, and that 
would put him as being a 4th generation member of  
the Kohlsville Fire Department. 

ERALD J. SCHULZ 
Chief  1983-1992
Member 1964 – Present

Kohlsville Fire Department – Generations of
Commitment

Otto Schulz, Rudy Schulz, Gerald, Allen, & Donald 
Schulz, Daniel Schulz, Tom Schulz

Gerald Schulz recalls:  Some of  the biggest chal-
lenges, that we had in the years that I was chief, were 
personal safety and training.  These were being man-
dated by the state.  This was the start of  the issuing 
of  bunker pants, coats, boots, and helmets, to each 
individual, and they were responsible to maintain and 
store their own gear.

We set up several classes with MPTI for water move-
ment and drills.  If  a person had a building he wanted 
to dispose of, we would set up a class and use the 
building for fire practice.  We would burn it down 
completely.  Some of  the bigger projects were:

The Butzlaff  house at 5348 Hwy H, on April 7, 1991
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The Fickert garage in Wayne, on November 4, 1990

Hazardous material burn, in the Oelhafen
gravel pit, on April 8, 1989

The old cheese factory, on Beaver Dam Rd.,
in the Town of  Barton, in 1986

These were excellent classes, as it included working 
with neighboring departments for water movement 
and in-line pumping.  We had a very good working 
relationship with the neighboring departments and it 
paid off  when we had a major fire.

In 1987, we decided to install some dry hydrants at 
some of  the local ponds to cut down on the tanker 
hauling distance at major fires.  We received a grant 
from the DNR, for $1000 to help pay for some of  the 
material.  The work was done by the fire department 
members.  We have David Resch to thank, as he do-
nated the use of  some of  his digging equipment.

These hydrants were installed at the
back pond in Kohlsville.

Ellefson pond AT 8688 Hwy W,
just south of  Wayne.

Roger Schmidt pond at 4791 Hwy. D,
in the Town of  Barton.

 
Stoffel farm at 9652 Lake Bernice Dr.,

now owned by Stephan Forbes.

Hohlweck pond at the corner of  Fairview and
Wilson Dr., now owned by Robert Gonwa.

These hydrants have worked well over the years, and 
we have the owners to thank for letting us install 
them and using the water when it is needed.

In 1988, we asked the Town of  Wayne, to purchase 
new house numbers.  We agreed to install them.  We 
got a large group of  members together and installed 
them all in one day.

In the 40+++ years, that I have been a member of  
the Kohlsville Fire Department, I had the pleasure of  
meeting and working with a vast number of  wonder-
ful people.  Not only in our department, but also other 

departments through mutual aid, fire drills, water 
fights, firemen’s picnics, Badger Firemans Associa-
tion, and the Washington County Chiefs Association.

On the Lighter Side:
I can remember a call that was on Beechnut Drive at 
the curve—west of  Hwy W.  I was driving the first 
truck and as I turned onto Beechnut Drive the chief, 
who was behind me in the next truck, asked me where 
I was going.  I said “west on Beechnut Drive”.  He 
said “you are going east”.  Fire drills never included 
lessons on directions.

My first fire call as chief, was a chimney fire at, “the 
Chief ’s House”.  I tried to convince everybody that 
I did this to see what kind of  response I would get.  
But nobody bought that.

One day, we were assisting Allenton at a barn fire.  As 
Assistant Chief  Hug, and I were releasing our trucks, 
one by one, to go back to the station, we finally real-
ized all trucks were gone.  But Larry and I were still 
there, with no way to go home.

On a snowy, windy, wet, miserable day, Tim Her-
man and I were returning from a call with the First 
Responder truck, going south of  Wayne on Hwy W, I 
hit an area of  wet snow and it pulled me to the right, 
as there was no way I could keep the truck on the 
road.  I aimed for the field rather than the ditch.  We 
couldn’t stop or we would get stuck.  So we kept driv-
ing, looking for a way out.  We finally found a drive-
way on Wayne Center Road.  I wonder what Mrs. 
Marks thought when she saw a First Responder truck 
driving around in the field.

One of  my most memorable feats was re-routing the 
Soo Line Railroad through Kohlsville for, “parade 

purpose only”.  (see Allenton Fire Dept. members for 
details).



AY DORNACKER
Chief  1992 – Present
Member 1973 – Present

Kohlsville Fire Department – Generations of
Commitment

Ray and Lois Dornacker, Jim and Tina Herriges
Ray Dornacker recalls:  I joined the Kohlsville Fire 
Department in 1973.  As I was a second shift worker, 
I was encouraged to join because of  the much needed 
help during the daytime hours.  This seems to be 
the case, still today.  When I joined it was under the 
guidance of  Wilmer Herman as chief.  After thirteen 
years of  being a firefighter, I was voted 2nd Asst. 
Chief, replacing Lloyd Martin, who retired at that 
time.  I served as Assistant Chief  from 1987-1991.  
Gerald Schulz decided to step down as Chief  in 1992.  
I’ve held the position of  Chief  since then, to the pres-
ent time.

During my years, I have been a First Responder Of-
ficer and a CPR Instructor, and am still currently, a 
First Responder.  I’ve taken various classes to keep up 
with the current fire fighting and rescue procedures.  
During my time, the department has undergone many 
changes.  But, the reason we’re here stays the same, to 
help others.

I’m very proud to have held these positions and to be 
a part of  the Kohlsville Fire Department.

Ray Dornacker, Chief
Kohlsville Fire Department
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Past Chiefs: Gerald J. Schulz, Ray Dornacker, Wilmer Herman



enry Kohl, Otto Kohl

Otto Kohl - 2nd Asst. Chief  1943-1945 – 1st Asst. 
Chief  1945-1969 Henry Kohl was the treasurer of  
the Kohlsville Fire Department from 1908 to 1951.  
Henry’s son, Otto Kohl, still resides in Kohlsville.

Otto Kohl remembers:

“In the early days the department had a horse drawn 
hand pumper and a hose cart and a hose reel.  There 
was also a ladder wagon with water pails. 

The old fire house had a bell tower on which a large 
bell was placed to get rung when there was a fire.  It 
was also used to dry the fire hose after they got wet.  
The hose was pulled up with a rope and a pulley.

In 1928 the department bought two Chevrolet Classic 
Trucks on which two soda acid tanks were mounted.  
Some years later a pump was mounted on one of  the 
trucks.  Pump capacity was rated 300 gallons per 
minute.  These trucks wore chains on the rear wheels 
in winter.

In 1956 a Dodge Classic Truck was purchased in 
West Bend at Seefeld Motors and a pump and a body 
was put on by Fred Mettler.  The tank on the truck 
held 1,000 gallons of  water.  The pump was mounted 
on the front of  the truck and was rated at 500 gallons 
per minute.

The Department worked with the Allenton Fire 
Department on several fires.  One barn fire started 
at noon and Allenton called for a tanker from Kohls-
ville.  That tanker hauled eleven loads of  water to the 
fire.  The top part of  the barn was destroyed, but the 
farmer milked his cows, as usual, in the stable part 
of  the barn that evening.  The tanker carried 1, 700 
gallons and the driver of  that tanker was that now 91 
year old man (Otto Kohl).  

There was another time when Allenton Fire Depart-
ment helped Kohlsville out at a straw stack fire that 

started from a lightning strike.  The two depart-
ments got water from a small stream that was rather 
far away, maybe 700 to 800 feet, so the 2 ½ inch hose 
lines from Allenton and Kohlsville were joined to-
gether so as to reach the straw stack which was only 
ten feet from the barn.

Two house fires on Beaver Dam Road are other 
examples of  the two departments working together.  
The homes were damaged by the fires but were built 
up again or repaired.

The Kohlsville Fire Department was called to help 
the Kewaskum Fire Department at several barn fires.  
At some of  these fires milk tankers were also used to 
haul water to the scene of  the fire.  The water was 
dumped from the milk tanker to a collapsible tank 
from which the pumpers sucked the water. 

Sometimes it would take several firemen to calm 
down people.  In one instance, Chief  Herman brought 
a lady to Asst. Chief  Kohl, who calmed her down, as 
it was Asst. Chief  Kohl’s cousin.

The Kohlsville Fire Department had many unusual 
calls for help, one being a burning hollow tree and 
two calls for turf  fires where the turf  burned under-
ground that it caused the trees to fall over.  One of  
these fires was put out by pumping water from the 
Rock River with the 1928 Model Chevy pumper.  It 
had all of  45 horsepower, but we got the fire out!

At a fire in the village of  Wayne, the electricity was 
out due to the fire at the feed mill.  There was a lady 
that owned a grocery store and she wanted to brew 
some coffee in a 30 cup coffee maker for the firemen, 
but being out of  electricity – there is where the fire-
men got the generator going and after a short time 
we had our coffee!

In the early years there were numerous chimney fires 
caused by burning wood in stoves and furnaces.  In a 
span of  35 years there were at least 65 chimney fires, 
but at one place the fireplace was also a problem.  At 
a chimney fire, someone would go on the roof  with a 

GENERATIONS OF COMMITMENT
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chain on which a piece of  iron was attached to clean 
out the chimney.  We would lean an 8 foot ladder with 
a pulley on the top end to make it easier to pull our 
homemade cleaner.

There was an era of  hot hay in the barns.  Sometimes 
hay, was removed before it started to burn, some was 
burning when we were taking it out, and the fire 
trucks would be there to control any that would flare 
up.  Hot hay happened when the hay was chopped too 
short, was not really dry, and blown on a huge pile.
One time we had a call where the person should have 
called Allenton, but called Kohlsville.  The fire was a 
mile west of  Addison Center and as we went through 
Allenton, we noticed the Allenton Fire Department 
was not called out.  It was 3:00 a.m. 

One time we received a call from the Kewaskum Fire 
Chief  to go to a chimney fire in St. Kilian, we still do 
not know why.  When we got there the people looked 
at us and said we called Kewaskum.

There were also fires of  suspicious origin.  At one 
place a barn was burning when the firemen got there.  
A short time later there was smoke coming out of  the 
outside entrance to the basement of  the house.  Upon 
investigation they found the basement all fire and the 
house burned down.  To make things worse, an empty 
building used as a shed, also caught fire.  These build-
ings were so located that they could not start a fire 
from each other.  Just plain arson!

There was a barn fire that was lit by a man who 
got some gasoline from a filling station in Allenton, 
poured it in into the barn, took off  with his car, and 
went to a nearby tavern, where he could watch the 
fire.  The man was arrested on arson charges.
There were several calls for tires burning that were 
suspicious, as well.

 At almost all of  the big fires, such as a barn fire, the 
firemen did not go hungry.  A man driving the tanker 
would get fed when he got water from a fire hydrant 
in Allenton, and then he got more eats where he 
dumped the water in the collapsible tank at the scene 
of  the fire.

When Wilmer Herman was chief, he was good to get 
along with his Asst. Chief, Otto H. Kohl.”

erdinand Sell (founder), Otto Moritz 
(founder), Arthur Moritz, Harry Oelhafen, 
Ethan and Judy Etta, Jon and Julie Etta

Ferdinand Sell and Otto Moritz were two of  the 
founding members of  the Kohlsville Volunteer Fire 
Company.  Their generations live on in the fire de-
partment today.  Lillian Oelhafen is the great-grand-
daughter and granddaughter of  these two founders, 
and the generations continue in Judy Etta, with Jon 
Etta representing the sixth generation.

Lillian Oelhafen remembers:

“Ferdinand Sell, my great-grandfather, settled in 
Kohlsville, and his daughter married my grandfa-
ther, Otto Moritz.  Both men owned the saw mill in, 
“lower”, Kohlsville and were instrumental in protect-
ing the people in the area when disaster struck.  My 
great-grandfather died in 1921, and the fire depart-
ment was there to pay their respects.  I remember 
going to the fire house as a little girl with my grand-
father.  My grandfather was the keeper or janitor at 
the fire house and was very proud of  the way the fire 
house looked.  The fire house was used by young-
sters when they were ice skating to warm up.  The 
fire house was the sight of  many card games.  My 
grandfather and father also took care of  the planks 
that controlled the water level of  the upper and lower 
ponds.  They were always concerned when it rained 
and I remember them going in the middle of  the 
night to check the planks.

I remember very vividly a Sunday afternoon in 1926.  
There was a Skat tournament in West Bend at the 
Fair Grounds (area is now Fair Park School).  We all 
went to West Bend, my mother, little brother, and 
I went by my maternal grandmother.  My grandfa-
ther and father went to the Skat Tournament.  Rain 
started to come down, and my father and grandfather 
left the tournament and we all started for home.  The 
rain came down hard and my father and grandfather 
were concerned about those planks.  When we got 
home they worked on the planks and the rain kept 
on coming and coming.  The firemen worked on the 
planks and pulling of  the planks was not helping, the 
ponds were breaking out.  My mother was concerned 
and went on foot to see how the men were doing, 
when returning home she had to cross the upper 
bridge.  While on the bridge she could hear and feel 
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the bridge breaking loose from the foundation, and 
she narrowly made it across, before it collapsed.  The 
next morning we saw the devastation, dead cattle, 
hogs, chickens, and debris floating everywhere.  The 
fire department came to the rescue and everyone 
pitched in and cleaned the area up.  A benefit was 
held, women cooked and baked, to help defray ex-
penses.

As a child some of  the fires that the firemen respond-
ed to were caused from oil lamps.  Not only did people 
lose their homes but also their lives.  I remember be-
ing told of  my great aunt who carried an oil lamp and 
tripped.  She ran outside trying to put out the flame, 
she did not know what to do, and burned to death.
If  women would have been allowed to join the fire de-
partment, I am sure I would have become a member 
when my husband did.  My husband, Harry Oelhafen, 
was very active in the fire department and was the 
treasurer for some 23 years.  I certainly can describe 
the life of  a fire fighter’s child and wife.  When the 
fire call came, the men were dedicated to the fighting 
of  the fire.  Many of  the firemen were farmers, which 
meant there was milking and chores.  If  the fire hap-
pened before or during milking, I and all the other 
wives would be doing the milking alone.  It wasn’t 
only the milking.  One incident, a cow freshened in 
the pasture, not knowing when the fire would be 
extinguished, the frisky calf  had to be taken home, or 
it would have run away.  I tried everything and ended 
up using a wheel barrow, I had an angry cow, a rest-
less calf, and little girl to contend with.  On another 
occasion a pig started to farrow, which was new to 
me, and I had to take them and place them where it 
was safe.  

Once the work was done at home, I helped make 
sandwiches for the firemen fighting the fire.  I re-
member, often going in the middle of  the night to 
Petri’s Store, for cold cuts, cheese and bread to make 
sandwiches for firemen fighting a fire.
I was assisted in 2006, when I had a heart attack, 
the firemen were the greatest.  I am proud that my 
grandson, Jon Etta, continues the tradition of  being 
active with the Kohlsville Fire Department.  Kohls-
ville’s Fire Department members are involved, com-
mitted, giving help, whatever the need maybe.  United 
we stand and stood since 1908.”

eorge Gutjahr Sr., George Gutjahr Jr
(founder), Elmer Gutjahr, Roger Gutjahr, 
Jeff  and Debbie Gutjahr

George Gutjahr Sr. settled in Kohlsville and was one of  the 
original settlers.  George Gutjahr Jr. was one of  the found-
ing members of  the Kohlsville Volunteer Fire Company.  The 
Gutjahr legacy lives on in Kohlsville and in the Kohlsville Fire 
Department, with Jeff  and Debbie Gutjahr representing five 
generations of  the Gutjahr family.

Jeff  Gutjahr remembers:  “As I see the Kohlsville Fire Depart-
ment growing, I have had the privilege of  growing up right 
down the street from the fire house, being born in the late 50’s, 
and also growing up with my grandfather, who also at one time 
was on the department.  I had the great privilege of  going to 
the fire house when I was young.  The greatest thing was walk-
ing into the fire house and looking at the fire trucks.  Back then 
they only had a pumper and a tanker along with the older equip-
ment such as the hose real and ladder wagon that was horse 
drawn in its day.  Going in the fire house at a young age and 
watching the men sit down and talk about the last fire or rescue 
call they went on, or after hours playing sheepshead, or poker, is 
a great thing to see the fellowship of  the town’s people working, 
laughing and also crying together.

The best thing growing up with my grandfather was being 
around the elder’s in the area.  The stories were unbelievable, 
most of  their fathers and grandfathers were on the department 
at one time or another, times weren’t easy back then and are not 
for some now.  To grow up with everyone in this little town of  
ours on this department has been very exciting.

Great honors go out to all the dedicated members of  this 
department that responded through the years.  When the bell 
rang, or the whistle blew, and now when our pagers go off, in 
the dead of  the night, or ten below zero weather, or in a storm, 
can pull together and do the best for our township and adjoining 
communities, generation after generation, still working together.

To this day our department has grown to five trucks; also we 
have a number of  dedicated members, but are still looking for 
more to join our team, to ensure the quality of  care and protec-
tion to the community, and its residence.  So we can all help to 
protect everyone’s, dreams and future.”

1908-2008

Honorably and sincerely,
Jeff  Gutjahr
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FOUNDERS

Albert E. Hamm
Phillip V. Illian

Carl F.Sell
Phillip Schellinger

John Engeleiter
George Basler

John Schellinger
Jacob Meinhardt
August Brinkman

Ferdinand Sell
Henry Metzner
Frank Bartelt
Adam Kohl

Willie Luecke
John Illian

Otto Moritz
George Gutjahr
Henry L. Kohl

John J. Hess
Jacob Hanm

CHIEFS

Phillip Schellinger 1908-28
Carl Sell 1929-35

Charles Scheid 1936-42
Val Herman 1943-46

Herman Bartelt 1947-53
Wilmer Herman 1954-82
Gerald Schulz 1983-91

Ray Dornacker 1992-Present

1ST ASST. CHIEFS

George Gutjahr 1908-11
Carl Sell 1912-28

William Bartelt 1929-34
Charles Scheid 1935

William Freideman 1936
Herman Bartelt 1937-44

Otto Kohl 1945-69
Donald Schulz 1970-81
Lawrence Hug 1982-96

Curt Martin 1997-Present

2ND ASST. CHIEFS

Carl Sell 1908-11
Phillip Illian 1912-15

Fred Metzner 1916-31
Henry Kohl 1932

Wm. Freideman 1933-35
Wm. Bartelt 1936-37

Gerhard Luepke 1938-39
Val Herman 1940-42
Otto Kohl 1943-45

Ervin Hahn 1946-47
Victor Bauer 1948

Wilmer Herman 1949-53
John Lavarda 1954-55

Elmer Schaefer 1956-62
Lloyd Martin 1963-86

Ray Dornacker 1987-91
Curt Martin 1992-96

Todd Steger 1997- Present

TREASURERS

Henry Kohl 1908-51
Harry Oelhafen 1952-75

Gerald Rosenthal 1976-Present

KOHLSVILLE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

PRESIDENTS

Donald Schulz 1992-93
Jon Etta 1993-99

Mike Gindt 1999-03
Bill Rate 2004-Present

VICE PRESIDENTS

Jon Etta 1992-93
Mike Gindt 1993-99

Deb Gutjahr 2000-Present

SECRETARIES

Adam Kohl 1908-36
Wm. Freideman 1937-54

Erich Erdman 1955
Warren McElroy 1956-60

Allen Schulz 1961-64
Donald Schulz 1965-69

Ronald Diels 1970
Merlin Ernisse 1971-82

James Graff  1983
Curt Martin 1984-91
Mary Beck 1992-94

Brian Oelhafen 1995-01
Laura Klemme 2002-05

Mary Beck 2006-Present



David Beck-A
Lisa Beck-S

Mary Beck-A
James Bong-S
Ben Brown-A

Bruce Carroll-A
Wesley Darmody-H
Lois Dornacker-A
Ray Dornacker-A
Jamie Ehmer-A
Brian Ernisse-S

Darlene Ernisse-S
Karen Ernisse-A
Lyle Ernisse-A

Jon Etta-A
Judy Etta-S

Jim Gonnering-S
Debbie Gutjahr-A

Jeff  Gutjahr-A
Darren Hamm-S
David Herman-S
Tim Herman-A

Wilmer Herman-H

Jim Herriges-A
John Herriges-A

Leander Herriges-H
Tina Herriges-S
Carl Hohlweck-H

Kathy Hug-S
Lawrence Hug-H

Tim Hug-S
Tom Hug-S

Stephanie Jacak-S
Jon Kiel-S

Artie Klemme-A
Carl Klemme-A
Laura Klemme-S
Ed Klumpyan-H
Wendy Koss-S

Tom Limbach-S
Dave Loomans-H

Lori Lyman-S
Aaron Martin-A
Curt Martin-A
Gail Martin-S

Keith Martin-A

Lloyd Martin-H
Ralph Martin-H

John Maul-S
John Melzer-S
Mike Melzer-S

Robert Melzer-H
Bev Oelhafen-S

Brian Oelhafen-A
Jim Oelhafen-H
John Oelhafen-H
Tim Oelhafen-A
Brenda Panzer-S
Ronnie Panzer-A

Bill Rate-A
Laurie Rate-S
Dave Resch-A
Leo Resch-H

Gordon Rosenthal-S
Jerry Rosenthal-H
Kirk Rosenthal-S
Luise Rosenthal-S
Pat Rosenthal-S
Steve Schmitt-S

Allen Schulz-H
Dan Schulz-S

Donald Schulz-H
Eileen Schulz-S
Leroy Schulz-S
Orville Schulz-S

Tim Schulz-S
Tom Schulz-S

Kyle Schweitzer-A
Dave Steger-A
Edna Steger-S
Julie Steger-S
Lori Steger-S

Todd Steger-A
Richard Stuck-H

Al Theusch-A
Louie Timmers-A

Adam Vogt-A
Merlin Volm-H

Laura Williams-S
Eldon Wulff-H

A-Active      H-Honorary (Living)      S-Social

KOHLSVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT MEMBERSHIP LIST



OFFICERS

Front: Curt Martin, Ray Dornacker, Todd Steger
Rear: Deb Gutjahr, Gerald Rosenthal, Mary Beck, Bill Rate



ACTIVE MEMBERS

Front: Debbie Gutjahr, Lois Dornacker, Curt Martin, Ray Dornacker, Todd Steger, Mary Beck, Bill Rate
Middle: Jeff  Gutjahr, Tom Limbach, Jamie Ehmer, Tim Herman, Jon Etta, Ronnie Panzer, Jim Herriges, Al Theusch

Back: Lyle Ernisse, Dave Resch, Kyle Schweitzer, Dave Steger, Jim Gonnering
Aaron Martin, Tim Oelhafen Brian Oelhafen, Louie Timmers, Dave Beck



HONORARY MEMBERS

Front: Donald Schulz, Gerald (Poncho Schulz), Wilmer Herman, Larry Hug
Rear: John Oelhafen, Allen Schulz, Ralph Martin, Gerald Rosenthal, James Oelhafen, Ed Klumpyan, Dave Resch



SOCIAL MEMBERS

Front: Beverly Oelhafen, Darlene Ernisse, Luise Rosenthal
Middle: Judy Etta, Laurie Steger, Tina Herriges, Brenda Panzer, Gordon Rosenthal, Edna Steger

Back: Laurie Rate, Jake Bong, Leroy Schulz, Steve Schmitt, Dave Herman, John Kiel, Anne Klumpyan





he Kohlsville Fire Department has experienced many changes in 100 years.  Yet, it is interest-
ing to note how similar the Kohlsville Fire Department is today when compared to the depart-
ment in the early years.  Decisions were, and still are, made locally with the best interest of  

the community in mind.  We look back thinking of  those who founded the Kohlsville Fire Department 
and their contributions to what we have today.  We look at the present and appreciate all that we have, 
and look to the future with confidence.  The Kohlsville Fire Department continues to build relation-
ships by helping people through individual, personal service.  It’s been that way since 1908, and the 
Kohlsville Fire Department is committed to continuing this approach now and into the future.

1908-2008
Summary
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Into the Future

s of  the printing of  this booklet, the Fire Department building is undergoing a transformation. An 
addition to the building to the North is approved and will be completed by winter of  2008. This 
project includes a new roof  and siding for the existing building. Additional truck bays in the appara-

tus room, as well as office and storage space, will hopefully prepare us for the next 100 years of  service to the 
community. 
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